
or Marile and Jorge Luis Lopez it all comes down 

to belief. The Coconut Grove couple (he’s a well-

known attorney and political expert, she’s the CFO 

of their governmental affairs firm) may be a fixture 

in Miami philanthropic circles, but their dedication 

to charitable causes such as the American Cancer 

Society (him) and Miami Children’s Hospital (her) comes from 

a much deeper place than just donations. “If you really believe 

in something, you engage in it. Then, it becomes a lot easier 

to be able to ask people to do likewise, whether you’re asking 

them to join at a board level or make a gift,” said Jorge. This 

year, the Lopez’s take the helm of March’s 33rd annual Red 

Cross Ball, an event that brings with it a long legacy of prestige 

and a rich history in South Florida. After first working with the 

organization more than four years ago as consultants on a 

governmental challenge, the couple found themselves drawn 

to the cause. “I was involved heavily with the county right after 

Hurricane Andrew, and what the Red Cross did there was 

obvious,” said Jorge, who joined the board soon after. When 

they were approached to lead the 2015 gala, Marile said there 

was never a doubt. “When friends who believe ask you, and 

you believe in the mission and in the cause, and you see the 

need, you say yes and you step up.”

What makes the Red Cross Ball unique? 

Jorge: I think what the Red Cross ball will have this year, in 

particular, is a reminder that this is a celebration of the year’s 

body of work as well as generations of work. You're celebrating 

a lot of work that's been going on, and what does that mean? 

For the Red Cross it’s every day somebody’s being touched.  

A home, unfortunately, has had a fire, or someone has had an 

incident, and there's care and compassion being expressed 

on a daily basis. So to succeed in this event you have to carry 

that with you.

Chairing an event like this is a big undertaking.  

How did you approach it?

Marile: I looked at it as a project. I looked at the American 

Red Cross and I thought: "Well, who are those that I would 

reach out to for help?" I thought of first responders, and at  

top of my list was Florida Power & Light. I went to them,  

and brought them the opportunity of being the presenting 

sponsor for the gala. The reasons why were very compelling. 

Florida Power & Light, who now has a member on the board 

as well, is not looking at this ball as a one-time opportunity 

either. This is a partnership now. When you chair an event, 

you have to think not just about the moment. You have to 

think how those people you help get involved continue to be 

involved in the future. If I do something for this one time,  

it’s not helping the cause—it’s helping the party. You don't 

want to help the party. You want to help the cause.  

The Red Cross Ball committee has a long history of being 

female-centric. How is it being a part of that circle?

Marile: The current committee is approximately 35 ladies,  

and then there’s the legacy committee, where there are 

another 15 or so. In all, it’s a group of 50 women. It’s 

wonderful to see how the Red Cross Ball committee evolves, 

because you have these women who are pillars in our 

community, donors at the highest level. They bring in  

new friends to become better friends to support the 

organization. We in turn bring in new friends to support  

the organization, and that’s the success. The success is  

that it’s not stagnant. It’s evolving.

Jorge: It’s this powerhouse thing. There’s no gender barrier 

here. But it’s very quiet. If you go to the event, it’s very 

understated. But [the committee is] really grinding through 

a lot of things that some organizations take for granted or 

outsource to a vendor. This is very much hands-on.

Marile: I’ve worked with many committees because of  

the various roles that I’ve played in different charities,  

and this is one of, if not the, hardest-working committee  

I’ve worked with.
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The South Florida 

Region of the 

American Red Cross 

serves more than 

4.4 million people in 

Miami-Dade, Broward 

and Monroe counties.

90 percent of the 

American Red Cross’ 

17,000 workers  

are volunteers.

In 2012 the 

organization taught 

more than 14,000 

people in South 

Florida how to perform 

a lifesaving skill such 

as first aid or CPR.

The 33rd Annual 

American Red Cross 

Ball will take place  

on March 14 at The 

Ritz-Carlton Key 

Biscayne. For details 

and tickets go to  

redcross.org/fl/Miami.   
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After lending their philanthropic 

talents to various causes close to  

their hearts, the Coconut Grove 

power couple takes on a new role as 

chairs of the 2015 Red Cross Ball.

{THE PHILANTHROPISTS}
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